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IS THE UK’S COAL
INDUSTRY ON THE
VERGE OF REVIVAL?

N•
SO

G

• FOCU

Focus on Quarrying and Mining

RYI N

G

ERIKS’ Gearbox Service is not just a service offering.

There are now only a handful of coal mines left in the UK, employing fewer
than 6,000 people and producing a mere 18 million tons a year. This is down
from 1980’s 211 mines where 230,000 workers produced 127 million tons.

To put this into perspective, according to the
National Coal Mining Museum in 1900 there
were 3,384 mines with 780,000 workers
producing some 225 million tons. After rising
to just over 1.2 million workers in 1920 the
industry has been in a steady, and of late
precipitous, decline.

The UK’s proved reserves are a small
percentage of the world’s total of 861,000
million tons but there is enough there to
make it imperative that it makes the most
of its remaining natural endowment and,
without being irresponsible, develops and
exploits it for both local and export markets.

Some argue this is a good thing despite the
devastation wrought on mining communities.
Coal fired power stations produce more than
a quarter of the UK’s greenhouse gas
emissions. Yet, even in the face of consistent
efforts to wean the country off this dirty fuel
and move it to renewable energy, the UK still
uses more than 50 million tons of coal a
year, mostly imported, to supply its 19 coal
power stations. These employ more than
4,000 people and produce over a quarter of
the country’s electricity, rising to more than
50% in peak times.

There is certainly enough there to create
space for the UK to become a leader in CCS
technology – a leadership position that
would stand it, and its industrial northern
heartland, in good stead over the century or
so that coal will, despite the legitimate
efforts of the green lobby, remain a
cornerstone of global energy policy.

Recent developments mean coal needn’t be
the carbon monster that it traditionally has
been and ‘clean coal’ is possible. However,
a proper investment in carbon capture and
storage (CCS) is needed to make this happen.
The reality is that, as attractive as dumping
fossil fuels completely may sound, the world
economy, and indeed the UK economy, is
a long way away from being able to do that.
Other countries, with more impressive green
credentials, are even building new, albeit
cleaner, coal fired power stations to ensure
security of supply and lower energy costs –
even Germany is building several.
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Further developing the domestic energy
sector would encourage re-industrialisation
and help establish new small, medium and
large scale manufacturers to service the
mines and ancillary industries. There are also
opportunities for equipment manufacturers
and resellers to set-up shop.

But one of the most important
benefits of strengthening the
British mining industry and the
new technologies associated
with it will be the demand it
will create for artisans and
the impetus that this will give
the country’s nascent
apprenticeship programme.
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It’s a service partnership. And the difference lies in
ERIKS’ attitude to customers, and the added value provided.

Experience shows that many businesses
get started by artisans, not only in
manufacturing but also in the services and
repair sectors of the economy. Small and
medium businesses are the major driver of
employment and beefing up the small scale
manufacturing sector in the UK would
provide a fantastic opportunity for its
economy to absorb the millions of young
people not currently in employment,
education or training.

Only ERIKS Gearbox Services has
the attitude, experience, expertise and
resources to offer a wide choice of options
based on a solution-neutral philosophy.

While the arguments for the
reestablishment of the UK coal mining
industry are powerful, there are no magic
bullets. Take the example of South Africa,
which has an abundance of minerals but
which missed the last two commodity
booms because politics and damaged
confidence levels stopped it from putting
in place the logistics and policies needed
to take advantage of the opportunities.

For speed of service – when the machine
in question is process-critical, for example
– ERIKS’ can provide out-of-hours
support on an emergency basis. However,
even in these cases, the total cost will be
considered, and a repair (using OEM
spares and backed by a 12-month
warranty) will only be recommended if
it is financially viable.

If the UK’s coal industry is to be revived,
it will undoubtedly require support from
the state. This need not take the form of
direct subsidies to miners and ancillary
industries (although the fiscus may be
required to derisk investments through
tax and other incentives). Support must
come primarily through the building and
upgrading of the physical, social, legal
and financial infrastructure needed to
successfully mine and beneficiate minerals
in a modern economy.

Best choice, best value
ERIKS’ comprehensive gearbox capability
means customers can choose from three
options when a gearbox fails: to repair,
replace, or upgrade.

If a repair is uneconomical, ERIKS can
provide a like-for-like replacement –
including ERIKS range of Fenner products.
The newer equipment will help to reduce
running costs, and will of course be backed
by a full manufacturer’s warranty.
Alternatively, ERIKS offers customers
the opportunity to upgrade to the latest
technology. This will generally provide
long-term cost savings and improvements
in plant productivity and reliability – but as
always the final decision is the customer’s.
A feasibility study can be carried out if
requested, and the ERIKS Online Total

Cost of Ownership calculator is always
available to help customers make a fullyinformed decision.
Avoiding the issue
Better even than a solution-neutral
approach is when there’s no need for a
solution at all. In other words, when the
gearbox issue is spotted before it becomes
a problem, and downtime is minimised or
entirely avoided.
ERIKS offers a range of Condition
Monitoring services (oil, vibration and
thermal analysis) to facilitate early detection
of potential problems. ERIKS Gearbox
Guard, for example, is a low-cost sensor
network which provides an early warning
system based on continual equipment
monitoring. With a data upload every 10
seconds, Gearbox Guard can trigger alerts
and alarms when pre-set parameters are
exceeded, and enables the identification
of trends. Paragon Asset Tracking helps
customers to keep track of their gearbox
equipment and its status (e.g. due for
maintenance, out for repair, in stores),
helping to ensure equipment – and
therefore productivity – is maintained
at its optimum.
Clearly, the ‘repair, replace, upgrade’
solution-neutral philosophy is so totally
unbiased, ERIKS will even help you avoid
having to make the choice at all.

ERIKS Electro-Mechanical
Services
Gearbox
Expert knowledge for cost-effective
solutions.
Condition Monitoring
Superior data gathered by the latest
equipment, and interpreted by skilled
engineers.
Pumps
Pump services and technical
resources all in one place, from repair
and replacement to audits and testing.
Electronics
Cost-effective maintenance,
repair and overhaul of a wide
range of industrial electronics, to
BSEN ISO 9001:2001 quality.
Electrical Power Distribution
Repair, replacement, maintenance and
installation of transmission, switchgear
and distribution network equipment,
to keep you legal, safe and productive.
HV Motors and Coils
A total integrated solution, for a range
of industries from nuclear to oil and
gas, power generation to defence,
and many more.
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